
 

 
 

Press Release  
 

Mr. Jean-Claude Carlin succeeds Mr. Thies Knauf as CEO of Knauf Insulation 

Visé, Belgium February 1, 2017: Knauf Insulation announces the appointment of Mr. Jean-
Claude Carlin as Group CEO, effective February 1, 2017. Mr. Carlin is a key member of the 
Knauf Group leadership team having led the Knauf Industries business as Group CEO since 
2009. He replaces Mr. Thies Knauf.  

Commenting on Mr. Carlin’s appointment Mr. Thies Knauf said: “I am delighted to be 
handing over the reins to Mr. Carlin. He brings a great mix of leadership and operational 
experience to Knauf Insulation”.  

Reflecting on his appointment, Mr. Carlin said: “I am honored to have been selected for this 
role and eager to start a new experience in the Knauf Group’s family of businesses.  

Knauf Insulation has an impressive track record and is now one of the leading global players 
in insulation with operations around the world. Building further on this success is a challenge 
I accept with determination and with confidence; I will be working with an excellent team of 
colleagues with significant operational experience, technical expertise, and a passion for our 
customers. I look forward to working with them to create the next chapter of Knauf 
Insulation’s story of success.”  

Mr. Carlin joined Knauf Industries in 2008 after almost 20 years working for Timken; the 
world-leading manufacturer of bearings and mechanical power transmission products.  At 
Timken he held various operations and management positions in Europe, India and the US.   
Mr. Carlin is a French national and has degrees in mechanical engineering and economics. 
He will be based in Knauf Insulation’s new global headquarters in Visé, Belgium.  

Knauf Insulation also announced today the establishment of an executive committee that will 
define and implement the Group’s strategy and manage its operations worldwide.  Mr. Carlin 
will be joined on the executive committee by Mr. David Ducarme, appointed as Group Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) and Deputy CEO, and Mr. Jens Nilsson, Group Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO).  

Ends  
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